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The relationship between the role performance of practicum supervisors and
their skills and characteristics in nursing practice
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Abstract

Objective: To clarify the relationship between the role performance of practicum supervisors and their skills and
characteristics in nursing practice, and to examine the support required of nursing managers.

Methods: Data were collected from 447 practicum instructors at 34 hospitals in Japan using the preceptor role
self-assessment scale (hereafter referred to as the role scale) , the Clinical Nursing Competence Self-assessment
Scale (CNCSS) , and a questionnaire on characteristics sent by mail. We conducted a correlation analysis, t-test,
one-way ANOVA, and multiple regression analysis.

Results: The total number of responses collected was 205 (valid responses:172) . The mean number of years
of clinical experience of the subjects was 10.1 (SD = 6.3) . The total score of the role scale did not correlate with
years of clinical experience and was positively correlated with the 13 subscale scores of CNCSS and motivation to
teach. The scores were significantly higher for those with first-time experience, with a consultant, with training,
and for males. The results of multiple regression analysis using the characteristics and the 13 subscale scores of the
CNCSS as explanatory variables and the total role scale score as the objective variable showed that the subscales
[ethical practice], [care coordination], and willingness to teach were significantly related.

Discussion: Role performance was found to be related to nursing practice ability, suggesting that nursing practice
ability should be used as a criterion for selecting practicum instructors. It was also suggested that nurse managers
should to provide support to enhance ethical practices, care coordination skills, and motivation of the nurses who
serve as field instructors.

Keywords: hands-on supervisor, preceptor, nursing practice skills, role performance, new nurse
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